To:   ENJOY THE MUSIC

From:  Jim Merod   

    ACOUSTIC ZEN’S NEW “ADAGIO” SPEAKERS
           Admiration and Respect Thoroughly Earned

                                       Jim Merod

I first met Acoustic Zen’s ROBERT LEE a decade ago. He had founded a different company, now on its own, and solicited my interest in “all things sonic,” since he knew I was a recording engineer.  Robert Lee is an affable, brilliant man who adores beautiful music.  He is to high-end audio cables what Chopin is to classical music.

I soon discovered that Lee had once designed several remarkable speakers.  Of course, I thought of him as a first-rate cable designer, one of the great ones.  I had no idea his audio engineering ability included speaker craftsmanship . . . a knowledge brought fully to 

the fore on the day I visited his southern California home.  There, 

in beautifully rendered wood finish, a pair of large three-way beasts stood on guard, as if to warn unworthy visitors of their slumbering power.

When I heard how refined and forceful, how utterly musical, Robert Lee’s old edition speakers truly were (vintage 1980 or so), I urged him to give his speaker talent another go.  He demurred. A lot of work, he averred.  So many speakers, the field was crowded.

I’m delighted to say that Lee has overcome such unwarranted caution and thrown his zeal and talent into a classic “under hung” three-way speaker, THE ADAGIO, as well as a set of earth-rattling subwoofers. About the later more at some future moment, but about “The Adagio” design, there’s plenty to savor here and now.

First, when you see these speakers you may be startled at their grace and aesthetic appeal.  They come in a gorgeous amber red wood and in a eye-popping birds eye blond finish.  Any room is enhanced by the sculptural quality of these nearly chest-high speakers.

Second, the Adagios are flat from 30 hZ to more than 20 KhZ.  You hear their accuracy on any well-made recording that you’re familiar with.  My initial encounter was mediated by a new “live” recording I’d just burned to 24/96 DVD and to 14/44.1 CD.  The reproduction these speakers gave my recordings was jaw-dropping.

Third, Robert Lee has put a ridiculously modest price on a sonic instrument that, in other production hands, would be three or four times higher (or higher).  Right now, it is not out of the question to suggest with full credulity that Acoustic Zen’s ADAGIO speaker is 

the most under-priced high-end audio value I can name.

This preview report is meant (i) to disburden me of the nearly mind-boggled state these speakers have caused; and (ii) to open the door for others to discover an extraordinary musical sweetness and power unrivaled at this price point.  I’d strongly urge anyone to give the Acoustic Zen ADAGIO speakers serious attention. These are not subtle speakers if, by “subtle,” one means that you must listen for days or weeks on end to “get” their refined sonic message.  Bam !  You hear the strengths of these speakers right away.  

On my first audition of the ADAGIOs, I had that sure fire verification so rare and welcome.  I sat down, hit “play’ and did not want to get 

up and do anything else.  Blocks of time elapsed.  I was enchanted. 

I only wanted to stay in my acoustic sweet spot and hear music I’d recently recorded.  In fact, I edug my way further into place so that even Acoustic Zen’s famous “Guido” (the bouncer from hell never to be crossed in any way) found it difficult to lodge me from my blissful listening place.  In truth, I appealed to the friendly, never to be under-estimated Robert Lee so that my visit to his inner sanctum might last as long as my schedule allowed.

Consider this preview, therefore, a warning.  Unless you audition these speakers – really give them a chance to startle you as thoroughly as they startled me (the Audio Curmudgeon) – you may discover someday that your wallet is lighter than your heavy, quite possibly broken music-loving heart.
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Acoustic Zen's new Adagio loudspeaker uses a pair of 6.5-inch midrange/woofer drivers in a specialized sandwich design with ceramic external layers around a fabric internal layer for maximum stiffness while minimizing cone breakup, flexing, and resonance. 

A shortened, under-hung voice coil inside a long magnetic gap is said to result in having the voice coil behave in extreme linear fashion, reducing both harmonic and TIM distortion.

Its limited production, modified 1.62-inch circular ribbon tweeter has high power handling characteristics along with a linear impedance and phase response. The 0.01mm heat resistant Kapton membrane is almost weightless, providing an immediate, precise response to any transients in the music signal.

The tweeter is flanked above and below by the 6.5-inch driver, all drivers mounted on an enclosure with curved surfaces to minimize external diffraction. At the bottom of the cabinet rests the internal transmission line port. 

Nominal impedance is 6 ohm

Sensitivity 89dB/W/m. 

Overall frequency response 30Hz to 30 kHz (±3dB)

